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St Austell Brewery’s ‘green pints’ win top Cornish eco-prize 
Today a packed Pavillion Centre at the Royal Cornwall Show Ground witnessed one of Cornwall’s oldest businesses scoop the Over-All Winner award at this year’s Cornwall Sustainability Awards.

With intense competition coming from other category winners including Primrose Valley, Nature Paint, St Columb Minor School, MPAD and Trelowarren Estate; St Austell Brewery, which has remained in the heart of St Austell for over 150 years, was recognised for the exceptional lengths it has gone to in managing its own environmental impacts and supporting the local community.

The brewery also won the Best Managed Large Business category sponsored by Jaspers abattoir, where it came 3rd last year. James Staughton, managing director of St Austell Brewery said: “St Austell Brewery is one of the region’s oldest companies and through innovation we have managed to remain at the top of our game for more than a century and a half.

“Operating sustainably is not only essential for our future but for all business and we are therefore delighted to be recognised for this as well as our voluntary work, which keeps our ties with the local St Austell community strong.” 

TV environmentalist Dick Strawbridge, who returned to present the 2009 awards again this year as well as being on the judging panel said: “I was delighted to give this award to St Austell Brewery not only because I like the occasional pint of Tribute but because of the level of work that goes into making breweries sustainable and in St Austell Brewery’s case, supporting the local community through its Charitable Trust Fund.”

“It was great to see such high standards and innovation amongst all the contestants and winners this year. I realise only too well that ‘being green’ takes belief, planning and investment but the rewards are great not just environmentally but economically, so today plays a key part in the process of encouraging people along their eco-journey.” 
A special award for Longstanding Commitment to Sustainability in Cornwall sponsored by Business Link was also presented to Bedknobs B&B and Learn English in Cornwall in recognition for their consistent and long term work in promoting sustainability throughout the county.

The Cornwall Sustainability Awards 2009 was sponsored and organised by Cornwall Council, the Environment Agency, Business Link, BREW (Business Resource, Efficiency and Waste), Community Energy Plus, Cornwall College Business, Environmental Skills Network, Jaspers and the Energy and Environment Group (Wardell Armstrong International).

Anthony Weight, Cornwall Council said: “The atmosphere here today was really fantastic and was one of the best supported events we have ever had.

“The Copenhagen Summit is due to start this weekend and through these awards Cornwall has already demonstrated its commitment to the global cause and in its own way added to the pressure on national and world leaders for immediate change.”

-ends- 
More about St Austell Brewery - Overall Winner and Large Managed Business category winner 

St Austell Brewery is one of the largest employers in the region, with over 900 employees distributed throughout the retail and tenanted estate, the warehouse, depots and head office.  
The brewery has developed a comprehensive approach to managing all their environmental impacts and they play a prominent role in the local community, for example setting up its own Charitable Trust fund to help local causes.  

