Scrap metal dealer crowned overall winner at 2010 Cornwall Sustainability Awards

A scrap metal and car recycling facility has been crowned overall winner at the 2010 Cornwall Sustainability Awards.

St Austell-based Henry Orchard and Sons picked up the winner of winners award at the ceremony held on Friday, December 3 after being named Best Medium Managed Company.

Around 200 guests packed the Pavilion at the Royal Cornwall Showground, Wadebridge, to celebrate the work businesses in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly are doing to improve their sustainability.

Event organiser and Cornwall Council’s sustainable development officer, Anthony Weight, said: “This has been a fantastic year for the awards. We’ve had record entries and the quality of the applications has been amazing, which made judging a very difficult prospect.”

“However, the judges were unanimous in their decision of awarding the overall winner award to Henry Orchard and Sons. 

“Working in an industry that has traditionally been anything other than green, Henry Orchard and Son have broken the mould and taken a systematic approach to managing all their impacts, including the selection of their suppliers of goods and services – from heavy plant and lifting gear, down to the fairtrade coffee in the office.  

“They ensure their clients are fully aware of environmental issues – even to extent of producing their own environmental newsletter. More recently they have even carried out a Greenhouse gas assessment of their operations in order to reduce their impacts.”

Truro-based Event Cornwall was named Best Small Managed Company, while Tamar Foods collected the award for Best Large Managed Company.

The Low Carbon Business award went to Enact Energy, with Robert Wiseman Diaries winning the Resource Management category.

Clayworks from Helston won the award for Products and Services, while Neil Farrington from Community Energy Plus collected the award for Best Individual.

The Scarlet Hotel at Mawgan Porth was awarded Sustainable Construction.

There was also The Alan Smith Business Award for Continuous Commitment to Sustainability in Cornwall, which went to Padstow-based book manufacturer, TJ International.

Event organiser Gitty Ankers MBE, who works for the Environment Agency, said: “TJ International are worthy winners of The Alan Smith award for their ongoing commitment to sustainability.

“As many people know throughout his life Alan was a catalyst for recycling and the green movement in Cornwall and with his wife Christine set up the Cornwall Paper Company based in Redruth in 1977.

“Although Alan is no longer with us, it is a credit to him and the work he did that businesses like TJ International and the other winners have taken up the challenge of waste minimisation and recycling, and we know he would have been very proud of their achievements.”

During the ceremony, which was compared by local TV star and green guru, Dick Strawbridge, the guests and competitors heard from celebrity guest speaker, Charlie Luxton, who is currently working on two series for the BBC.

The judging team was Matt Coleman from Health, Safety and Environmental Solutions; Mark Summers, head of environmental services for Cornwall NHS Trusts; Caron Thompson, sustainable construction manager for the Eden Project; Gitty Ankers MBE, senior environmental officer for the Environment Agency; Dick Strawbridge MBE, TV presenter and engineer; and Robin Freight, environmental manager at the overall winner in 2009, St Austell.

For more information on the Awards please contact Anthony Weight on 01637 872448, Gitty Ankers 01208 265060 or visit www.cornwallsustainabilityawards.org.

For environmental advice to businesses, contact Business Link, tel. 0845 6009966.

Cornwall Sustainability Awards 2010 results in full:

Best Managed Small Company – sponsored by the Manufacturing Advisory Service in the South West (MAS-SW)

Winner: Event Cornwall

Runner up:  The Green Waste Company 

Highly Commended:  The Cornish Crisp Company

Also shortlisted:  Spiezia Organics

Best Managed Medium Company – sponsored by the Combined Universities in Cornwall (CUC)

Winner:  Henry Orchard & Sons Ltd  

Runner up:  Wild Futures Monkey Sanctuary  

Highly Commended: Community Energy Plus

Also shortlisted: Enact Energy & Laurence Associates

Best Managed Large Company – sponsored by St Austell Brewery

Winner:  Tamar Foods 

Runner up:  West Pharmaceutical Services Cornwall

Highly Commended:  Hall for Cornwall

Also shortlisted:  Carlyon Bay Hotel 

Low Carbon Business – sponsored by Environmental Skills Network

Winner:  Enact Energy 

Runner up:  Laurence Associates

Highly Commended:  Newquay Zoo 

Also shortlisted:  Par Waste Water Treatment Works (SWW) & Cottage Farm

Resource Management – sponsored by the Groundwork Trust

Winner:  Robert Wiseman Dairies

Also shortlisted:  Clayworks and The Cornish Crisp Company 

Products and Services – sponsored by Oxford Innovation

Winner:  Clayworks 

Runner up:  Acaster Blades

Highly Commended:  St Eval Recycling

Also shortlisted:  Williams Chassis Motorcycle and Forest Fuels

Best Individual – sponsored by Wardell Armstrong International

Winner: Neil Farrington (Community Energy Plus)

Also shortlisted:  Lee Duke (Chasing Paper), Barry Philpott (Hall for Cornwall) and Paul Sousek (Cottage Farm)

Sustainable Construction – sponsored by the European Social Fund Construction Sector Group

Winner:  The Scarlet Hotel

Runner up:  Boscastle Playgroup

Highly Commended:  Boswyns

Also shortlisted:  Dairy Barn, Ebeneezer Chapel and Burntwood

The Alan Smith Business Award for Continuous Commitment to Sustainability in Cornwall – sponsored by NISP

Winner:  TJ International

Runner up:  Kensa Engineering

Highly Commended:  Primrose Valley Hotel

Overall Winner – sponsored by Business Link

Henry Orchard & Sons Ltd 
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